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PREFACE. 


ra Nee oe ee Na 


Tue propriety of quoting the vernacular names of plants, has been 
questioned by several Indian Botanists and by none in more condemna- 
tory terms than by Dr. Wight.* The objections urged, are the uncer- 
tainty and fluctuating character of local terms, the mistakes made by 
persons ignorant of the language of the country in assuming the an- 
swers of Natives to be names which were no names, the number of di- 
verse names given to the same plant, the mischief which might be occa- 
_ sioned by such misapprehensions, &c. But it cannot be denied that many 

of the commonest and most useful plants are known by definite and 








* Prodr. pref. p. xxiii. After stating that he discards all native names in concur- 
rence with the opinions expressed by Wallich and Carey in their edition of the Flora 
Indica, he adds that “ the natives seem to have no rule either for nomenclature or 
“ orthography ; they have no means of producing an uniformity of names, and ver 
“ frequently confound one name with another, so that our inserting these would 
* only tend to mislead, in place of proving an aid in the investigation of an unknown 
* plant, by one unacquainted with botany. Owing to very different plants having the 
same native name, we have occasionally known dangerous mistakes originated by 
* erroneously substituting active medicines, when those of an opposite kind Ger in- 
tended, and vice vers&. On these last grounds particularly, we not only think it 
“ useless but injarious, nay even dangerous, to insert those names, unless the na- 
« tives themselves shall have discovered some method by which a plant shall be 
“ known throughout by but one name, and that name shall be restricted to the in- 
“ dividual plant.” 3 | 

Bat Wallich simply states that the names given to plants by natives of Nipal are 
in general very uncertain and fluctuating and that he only uses them when he has 
reason to be tolerably satisfied as to their correctness, and accordingly he docs iisert 
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generally received appellations, an acquaintance with which must often 
prove useful to persons ignorant of botany and even to those commencing 
the study of that fascinating science, at a distance from books of reference 
and other assistance. 


It must be borne in mind that many plants are spread over the whole 
of the Peninsula and are common to provinces where the dialects in 
use differ as much from each other as do French and Spanish and 
Portuguese and Italian. It cannot be matter of surprise therefore to 
find a different, though perhaps a cognate name, attached to the same ob- 
ject in each. Even within the range of one dialect, the same name will 
be pronounced differently by the educated and the ignorant, and this, 
owing to the greater diversity of races in India, occurs to a greater degree 
here, than is found in more civilized countries. Such differences of pro- 
nunciation and of local use, exist to a very considerable extent even in 
our own country, between the people of different counties and still 
more between those of England and Scotland, Wales and Ireland. 
But this is no reason why such words should be neglected. If their 
identification secured no other purpose, it would at least prove useful 
to the philologist. Few of the names now brought together, exist in 
the best dictionaries at all, and many of those that do find place in 
them, are erroneously explained. 


On this ground alone, the formation of such lists as that now sub- 
mitted, is deserving of encouragement. 


To the merchant, to the officers of the Department of Public Works and 
the Railway, to European settlers engaged in agriculture or trade and | 
to the traveller whose time is limited,* the aid afforded by such a manual 
cannot be slight. 


several. In like manner, Carey attributes the occurrence of the mistakes so often 
found in the vernacular names assigned to plants, to the fact of their having been 
taken down from the mouths of natives, by persons more orless ignorant of the 
language or dialect spoken. But neither does he propose to discard them altogether, 
rather he agrees with Wallich that they should be added whenever there is reason 
to believe them to be correct.— Flor. Ind. Fd. Carey. II. 99, 415, notes. 


* “ And in this founde wee oftimes muche trouble and vexation, with moreover 
losses, bothe of precious tyme and lucre. Fyrs¢e, thatt wee coulde never aske in 
= Indian tongues for suche herbes, or fruites, woodes, barkes, or rummes, as wee 
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But even as regards scientific purposes, other botanists are found to 
view the subject in a very different light from Dr. Wight. 


Dr. Royle, in his observations on the Provincial Exhibitions of the 
Madras Presidency, expressly recommends that native names should be 
introduced into the proposed botanical Manual, for Southern India.* 


* T have always found,” he observes, “ that such (plants) as are of 
“ use and are therefore important, have names by which they are well 
“known to the Natives. These names no doubt differ in different dis- 
“ tricts and applying them may be more troublesome in the Madras Pre- 
“ sidency than elsewhere, from the languages differing so much in dif. 
“ ferent parts, but this very fact makes the task more necessary.” 


The opinion of William Griffith, eminent among the many eminent 
botanists of India, also deserves to be cited. Ina letter to Mr. Marsh- 
man written shortly before his death, he enumerates the merits of Voigt’s 
catalogue, among which he particularizes that “it gives in all definable 
cases, the vernacular names, and these appear to have been obtained with 
no common care and consequently to lose in a great measure, the usual 
inapplicability.” 


One great source of confusion ig found in the absence of a recognised 
standard for representing native sounds in an English dress. The same 
word is spelt in as many forms as there are writers, each according to his 
individual conception of the sound uttered by the speaker, so that the 
recorded results can hardly be recognised as applying to the same thing. 


The persons moreover from whom such information is derived, 


knewe full, well, by experience in sundrye other partes, to bee wholesomme, 
(many of our crewe lyinge sicke at this tyme,) or savorye, or usefulle to trafficke 
withall. MNezée, thatt when anye were shewne us, we coulde in noewise tell, from 
= names” given toe them by = Gentooes, whether or noe : like were already 
knowne in Zuroppean countryes: And yett these partes doe myghtylie abounde 
with herbes and woodes of sovraigne virtew.”—Masler Richarde Kynge, his tra 
vells, and voyages, and traffickes, in foraygne countryes, in the Shippe Tamburlan. 
Lond. MSS. fol. 1634.—Title to Pid. Ind. 


* In conformity with Dr. Royle’s advice snch a manual has already been under- 
taken and is now in course of preparation by Mr. Cleghorn, the late Professor of 
botany.—Mad. Jour. Lit. and Se. V. IT. N. 5. p. 78. 
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are frequently ignorant illiterate men, whose faulty enunciation of 
a name produces a sound very different from that of the same 
word correctly spoken. This is particularly the case with the wild 
- races inhabiting jungle and forest tracts, such as the Yéuddés of Nellore, 
the Chenchus of Guntoor, the Kéyas of Rajahmundry and the Konda 
Doralu of Vizagapatam. These classes possess a very extensive and ac- 
curate knowledge of the vegetable products of their several ranges and are 
generally able to apply a name to every plant or tree, in any wise re- 
markable. But asa matter of course, their pronunciation is rude and 
barbarous and frequently much corrupted. The particular term employ- 
ed by one tribe, is likewise often peculiar to themselves and differs from 
that in use among the others. Still wherever such a name is found to 
prevail throughout a particular tract, a knowledge of it will prove useful. 


In preparing the list which serves as the foundation of the present 
catalogue, the vernacular names were always written down in the native 
character, from the mouths of the speakers, by a native of the district. 
These have been tested by a reference to the best native dictionaries and 
corrected where possible. ‘The same process has been applied to Rox- 
burgh’s and other names introduced. But many are without doubt still 
faulty, several may probably be found to be insufficiently established and 
many more remain to be added. On several occasions, names were given 
to unknown plants, the botanical position of which was never ascertained 
and consequently this want remains still to be supplied. The list ad- 
mits of being greatly enlarged, for neither leisure nor opportunity have 

been sufficiently-at command, to allow of a systematic collection being 


made. 


Tt is hoped however that by the plan now followed, a beginning has 
been made for the preparation of a more accurate catalogue, on correct 
principles, and as such, it is offered to those who are interested in the 
scientific or economical study of vegetable productions, 


The catalogue consists of two parts :— 


{, A list of Telugu names, 


II. A list of Sanscrit names with their Telugu equivalents. 


ee 


PREFACE. ” 
~ "Fhe sources from which the names in Part I, have been derived are :— 


Ist. A list made during a residence of five years in the Northern 
Circars. 


2d. A list prepared by Lieut. Beddome, Assistant Conservator of 
Forests, principally in the upper valley of the Godavery. 

3d. Names found in Roxburgh’s Flora Indica and Coromandel Plants. 

4th. Names occurring in Heyne’s Tracts on India. 

5th. Names found in Piddington’s Index of the Plants of India.* 


Gth. Names met with in Ainslie’s Materia Medica. 


Part II. has been drawn entirely froma native work in JL.S. called the 
Sabdértha-kalpataru, a Sancrit and Telugu Dictionary compiled by Maé- 
midi Venkayya, a learned Komati of Masulipatam, in the early part of 
the present century. It consists of three large folio volumes and was 
found in. the possession of the author’s grandson, the late Mémidi Né4ga- 
bhishanam, who kindly permitted me to consult it during my residence 
at Masulipatam in 1891. 


The following letters prefixed to a name indicate the authority on 
which it is inserted :— 7 


B—Mr. Beddome’s List. 

R—Roxburgh’s Flora Indica and Coromandel Plants. 
P—Piddington’s Index. 

H—Heyne’s Tracts. 

S. K.—The Sabdértha-kalpataru. 

Br.—Brown's Dictionary. 


~ 


The letter S. following a word intimates that it is of Sanscrit origin. 


_ Those without prefix, are from my own list and when it includes names 
also occurring in other works, the absence of the letter indicates that they 
have been.noted independently of such authorities. 





* The number of Telugu names in Piddington’s list is 928, of which 445 are 
taken from the Flora Indica leaving 343 derived from other sources, but many both 
of the former and of the latter are wholly unrecognisable: 
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~ The first column contains the name in the vernacular character—the 


second its equivalent in Roman letters according to Sir W. Jones’ 
principles as modified by Wilson and the latest authorities—the third 


gives the botanical names, and the fourth is devoted to miscellaneous — 


remarks. 

The botanical nomenclature has been chiefly, though not altogether 
based on Voigt’s Hortus Suburbanus Caleuttensis, with the addition of 
references to the most accessible local authorities, indicated by the follow- 
ing abbreviations :— 


R.—Roxburgh’s Flora Indiea, 3 vols. 8vo. Serampore, 1832 ; with the | 


volume in Roman and page in Arabic numbers. 


R. Cor.—Roxburgh’s Coromandel Plants, London. 1795-98-1819 ; with 


the number of the plate only.’ 


W. & A.—Wight and Arnott’s Prodromus Flore Peninsulz Indiz orien- . 


talis—London. 18384 ; the reference being invariably to the nwméer 
of the species. 


W. Iil.—Wight’s Illustrations of Indian Botany, 2 vols. 4to. Madras 


1840-50; the reference being, unless otherwise specified, to the No. — 


of the plate. 


W. Ie.—Wight’s Icones Plantarum Indiz orientalis, 6 vols. 4to. Madras. 
1840-1858. The reference is always to the No. of the Plate. 


W. Contr.—Wight’s Contributions to the Botany of India—London 1834; 


the reference is to the page. 


Heyne.—Heyne’s Tracts on India, 4to. London, 1814—the reference | 


being to the page. 


0’ Sh.—-O’Shaughnessy’s Bengal Dispensary, Calcutta. 1844; the reference 


is to the page. 


Ains.—dAinslie’s Materia Medica of Hindustan, 4to. Madras. 1818—<=<the 
reference is to the page. 


Rheede.-The Hortus Malabaricus—the reference being to the paré.or 
vol. in Roman and to the péaée in Arabic numerals. 
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Br.—Occasional references, will be found to Mr. C. P. Brown’s Telugu 
and English Dictionary, Madras 1852, with a direction to the page 
at which the word quoted, occurs: and 


HW’. to Profr. Wilson’s Sanscrit Dictionary, 2nd edition, 4to. London. 
especially in Part II, where in hike manner the figures noted are in- 
tended to indicate the page on which the word is found. 
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